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retirement plan, and then it happens every two years. That has
never happened, that has never happened. The retirenent fund
has been funded through the $1 fee on the cases, but if this
goes through, if we pass this bill, it is a mllion bucks every
two years out of the General Fund. That is excessive in my
Oﬁi ni on. So my bill, again,allows thema $22,500 increase in

ree years, and | thi nk that is fair. It isup front and |

would ask the body to accept my gmendment. Thank you,
Mr. President.

SENATOR HANNI BAL" Thank you, Senator Haberman. Senator Hefner,
do you want to speak on this amendment ? He passes. Senator
Schmit, did you want to speak on the amendment to the gmendment?

SENATOR SCHM T: Well, M. President,and members, Senator Rex
Haber man tal ked about how many people want to be judges, how
many peopl e, how nmuch noney nmenbers were meking and that sort of
t hing. I thi nk maybe, Senator Baack, | |ike your amendnent a
little better now, but | just want to say this, the number of
peopl e who apply for the judicial appointnments is not inportant.
It is the quality of the people that apply, and usually, usually
that i s af fected by the starting salary. You know there is an
airline that starts their pilots at about half of \what another
axrline starts theirpilots at. As far as | am concerned, |I'd
just as soon fly with the airline that pays their pilots 85 or
90 thousand dollars, as to fly with one that pays them half of
that, and | think we h'ave the sane system here. It all good
consci ence, when you bring people into the judicial system “you
hope they are going to be there awhile. If you nmake the wrong
appointment, if you make the wong decision, andyoudo not get
a competent and qualified, dedicated individual with good
judgnent, you are going to be stuck with himor her, and!l hope
t hat does not happen. | don't know how you equate money with
quality , but | can tell you ore thing, what little experience |
have had with the hiring of people, you can pay too little. vyou
can pay too little, and I know that whether it is on the farm or
any other business, you don't want to send a $3.50 an hour man
out on a $140,000 conbi ne. You get the sane thing here, you
can, sure, Yyou can hire somebody. There are a | ot of ?uys just
getting out of | aw school, and gals, you can probably hire for
25,000. | don't think we want them sitting on the bench. Ve
want people who have experience, maturity, background, and we
want in a situation whereit is going to be t{here for awhi | e,
and we don't want themto have to be concerned abouttheir own

personal finances. It should not be that way, and so | would
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